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central vision in one eye, followed by the fellow eye within a few weeks or months of the onset of 

symptoms. Over 90% of patients harbour one of three pathogenic mutations of their mitochondrial 

DNA which cause a defect in the complex I subunit of the mitochondrial respiratory chain. This de-

fect leads to decreased cellular energy (ATP) production, increased oxidative stress and to retinal 

ganglion cell dysfunction which cause progressive loss of visual acuity and blindness. 

 

Raxone® (idebenone), a synthetic short-chain benzoquinone and a cofactor for the enzyme 

NAD(P)H:quinone oxidoreductase (NQO1), is capable of transferring electrons directly onto com-

plex III of the mitochondrial electron transport chain, thereby bypassing the complex I defect, restor-

ing ATP production in retinal ganglion cells and promoting recovery of visual acuity. 

 

* * * 

 

About Santhera 

Santhera Pharmaceuticals (SIX: SANN) is a Swiss specialty pharmaceutical company focused on 

the development and commercialization of innovative pharmaceutical products for the treatment of 

orphan mitochondrial and neuromuscular diseases, such as Leber’s Hereditary Optic Neuropathy, 

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy and primary progressive Multiple Sclerosis, all of them areas of high 

unmet medical need with no current therapies. For further information, please visit the Company’s 

website www.santhera.com. 

 

Raxone® is a trademark of Santhera Pharmaceuticals.  

 

For further information, contact  

Thomas Meier, Chief Executive Officer 

Phone: +41 61 906 89 64 

thomas.meier@santhera.com 

 

 

Disclaimer / Forward-looking statements  

This communication does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe for or purchase any secu-

rities of Santhera Pharmaceuticals Holding AG. This publication may contain certain forward-looking 

statements concerning the Company and its business. Such statements involve certain risks, uncer-

tainties and other factors which could cause the actual results, financial condition, performance or 

achievements of the Company to be materially different from those expressed or implied by such 

statements. Readers should therefore not place undue reliance on these statements, particularly 

not in connection with any contract or investment decision. The Company disclaims any obligation 

to update these forward-looking statements. 

 


